[Vein of Galen aneurysmal malformation: multi-staged feeder clipping in two neonatal cases with intractable heart failure].
The authors reported the surgical experience of two cases of vein of Galen aneurysmal malformation in the newborn, whose congestive high-output cardiac failure was intractable. Along with the intensive care to clinical manifestations of the heart failure, multi-staged feeder clipping was carried out to decrease the high-flow shunt of the malformation. As stages going on, heart failure was relieved gradually and cathecolamines were weaned. Although certain retardation became apparent in both cases, they are showing satisfactory development in the long-term follow up. By the recent advancement of the embolization technique, the embolization appears to have already taken place the treatment of choice for this malformation. According to the neonatal evaluation score of Lasjaunias, the embolization would no longer be recommendation in neonates, whose general condition scored less than eight points. The authors believe, based on our two cases, that multi-staged feeder clipping is one of the effective modality of treatment in neonates of the vein of Galen aneurysmal malformation with severe multiorgan failure.